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On The Cover: Not only the season, but also the 
football career of Clint Waggoner is coming to an 
end this year. Although Waggoner has another 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE season of eligibility and even though Coach Mike 


DuBose would love to have the defensive end 


back in 1999, Waggoner will be in pursuit of his 
career goal of becoming a doctor. He has pre- 
pared well. See Page 14. Barry Fikes Photo 


Early Signees: 


Top Performers Choose The Tide 8 
Alabama coaches of winter and spring sports got their annual head start on recruiting with the early 
signing period, and Bama landed a number of top athletes. by Kirk McNair 
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He’s About To Start On His Dream 14 


Clint Waggoner came to a hard decision this summer. Although he would be eligible for another year 
of football in 1999, he told Coach Mike DuBose he was giving up the sport to get on with his career 


goal of becoming a doctor. by Kirk McNair 
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Coach Sarah Patterson has kept Alabama among the nation’s elite in gymnastics. This year’s freshman 
class is her best ever and should help the Tide continue as a national championship contender. 
by Andrew Varble II 
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Brian Williams came to Alabama as one of the nation’s top basketball prospects, but things have not al- 
ways gone well for Williams or the Tide in the past. Now Williams is a senior and he has a new role 
under a new head coach. by Austin Dare 
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SCORECARD 


Seven Committed 

Just a few years ago it seemed that Alabama 
didn’t even begin to seriously think about 
football recruiting until well into December. 
This year, with Ronnie Cottrell on board as 
recruiting coordinator and Head Coach Mike 
DuBose committed to an aggressive recruit- 
ing approach, the Tide had its seventh com- 
mitment before Thanksgiving. 

The latest to announce they will sign with 
the Crimson Tide in February are wide re- 
ceiver/defensive back Brandon Greer of 
Westbrook Christian School in Gadsden and 
quarterback Josh Crawford of Wakulla High 
School in Crawfordville, Florida. 

Greer, 6-2, 185, from Rainbow City, has a 
3.74 grade point average and has made a 20 
on the ACT. He plays on the private school 
team on which sophomore Brodie Croyle, son 
of former Tider John Croyle, is the star quar- 
terback. Greer broke the state record held by 
former Bama great Ozzie Newsome for receiv- 
ing touchdowns in a season. Newsome’s mark 
of 23 was eclipsed by the 25 of Greer in regu- 
lar season play. Greer added five more in the 
state playoffs. He has also scored touchdowns 
rushing and as a kick return man. He had 71 
receptions for 1,740 yards. 

Parker, 6-4, 205, did not play as a junior for 
academic reasons. He spent the season out of 
football concentrating on his school work 
and now has a qualifying score on the ACT 
and the necessary grade point average for 
freshman eligibility. He threw for 1,800 yards 
and 13 touchdowns this season. He complet- 
ed 58 per cent of his passes. 

Previously announced as having committed 
to Alabama are: fullback Jeremy Walker of 
Prattville; defensive end Jarrett Johnson of 
Chiefland, Florida; defensive back Tyler 
Harris of Clinton, Tennessee; offensive line- 
man Matt Lomax of UMS Prep in Mobile; and 
defensive back/wide receiver Leonard 
Fulgham of Montevallo. 


NCAA Meeting 

Hopefully Alabama's Faculty Chairman of 
Athletics, Gene Marsh, isn’t going to learn a 
hard lesson, Marsh was part of the Alabama 
delegation that met for three hours on 
November 15 with the NCAA Infractions 
Committee in Kansas City, The meeting was 
to discuss an alleged violation by former 
Alabama Assistant Basketball Coach Tyrone 
Beaman. Everyone at Alabama is trying to 
keep a stiff upper lip because The University 
reportedly has done everything it could to fa- 
cilitate the investigation of the self-reported 
incident. 

Following the meeting Marsh said, “We 
had a productive meeting and consistent with 
NCAA procedures we expect to hear from the 
Infractions Committee within four to six 
weeks. The focus of the case remains on the 
activities of a then assistant men’s basketball 
coach and there are no other charges against 
the institution.” 

That last should cause pause for Bama fans, 
The same man, David Swank, is chairman of 
the committee that surprised Alabama in a 


6 


case against football a couple of years ago. 
Not only were there new charges, they came 
on the same day the committee announced 
extraordinarily harsh penalties against 
Alabama. As it turned out, those new charges 
were false, but by the time Swank apologized 
and the NCAA paid to avoid a lawsuit, the 
damage had been done to Alabama. 

In addition to Marsh, Alabama was repre- 
sented by President Andrew Sorenson, 
Athletics Director Bob Bockrath, Associate 
Athletics Director for Compliance Marie 
Robbins, and University Attorneys Stan 
Murphy and Sandy Gordon. 


Basketball Picks 

As expected, the Alabama men’s team of 
Coach Mark Gottfried was picked very low 
by sportswriters and sportscasters attending 
Southeastern Conference Basketball Media 
Days in early November, while the Tide 
women of Coach Rick Moody were selected 
about as high as could be expected. 

The Bama men were picked fifth in the SEC 
Western Division, trailing Arkansas, Auburn, 
Ole Miss and Mississippi State, but selected 
to finish ahead of LSU. Kentucky, which was 
picked to win the Eastern Division after its 
national championship season, was also se- 
lected as likely to repeat as SEC Champion. 
Alabama was also picked to finish fifth in the 
West in 1997 and 1998. While Bama didn’t 
do well, tying for third in °97 and fourth in 
‘08 was better than predicted. 

On the women’s side, defending national 
champion Tennessee was a runaway choice to 
repeat as SEC champion, with Bama selected 
third behind the Lady Vols and Georgia. 
Dominique Canty was named to the pre-sea- 
son All-SEC team, finishing just behind 
Tennessee’s Chamique Holdsclaw for most 
valuable player. 


All-America 

Senior Dominique Canty was selected to 
the Associated Press women’s pre-season bas- 
ketball team. She was third in voting behind a 
pair of Tennessee players, Chamique 
Holdsclaw and Tamika Catchings. 

Canty averaged 21.5 points, 7.1 rebounds, 
and 4.8 assists for a 24-10 Tide team last year. 


All-Stars 

Each year about this time college sports in- 
formation directors (most of whom, now, are 
assistant directors of athletics for media rela- 
tions) provide the media with their candi- 
dates for various awards.While most of the 
individual awards (Butkus, Thorpe, Outland, 
etc.) are now limited to committee nominees, 
the All-America and all-conference teams are 
usually voted on by a panel of sportswriters 
and/or sportscasters. 

Larry White, who is Alabama’s assistant 
athletics director for media relations, has a 
long list of nominees this year. In some cases, 
the nominees have little or no chance of win- 
ning, but by being nominated increase their 
chances for honors in future seasons. 

Bama has a couple of legitimate All- 


America candidates in punter Daniel Pope 
and cornerback Fernando Bryant, both se- 
niors. Juniors Shaun Alexander (tailback) 
and Chris Samuels (offensive tackle) will be 
listed on some teams this year and will be 
highly-rated on pre-season teams next year, 
as will sophomore defensive tackle Kenny 
Smith. Bama also nominated soph fullback 
Dustin McClintock, but most all-star teams 
now lump all running backs together and it’s 
difficult for a blocking specialist to crack the 
elite squads. Senior wide receiver Quincy 
Jackson has a chance to sneak onto one of the 
honor squads, probably as second team or 
honorable mention, and senior linebacker 
Trevis Smith might also get some mention, 
particularly since White did not nominate 
soph middle linebacker Travis Carroll, who 
was injured most of the year. Kelvin Sigler, a 
senior free safety who missed the last half of 
the year with a knee injury, was a lock for at 
least All-SEC before his injury. 

There are also categories for newcomers. 
Defensive tackle Cornelius Griffin probably 
won't get any honors after coming in from ju- 
nior college, but he will be on pre-season bal- 
lots next year. 

A number of Tiders could make the All- 
SEC Freshman Team. Defensive end Kindal 
Moorehead is almost a certainty. Andrew Zow 
ranks second to Georgia’s Quincy Carter 
among freshman quarterbacks in the SEC. 
Tight end Terry Jones doesn’t have much in 
the way of statistics, but he is a starter, as is 
cornerback Reggie Myles. Eric Locke and 
Freddie Milons have been in the playing rota- 
tion at wide receiver. 


Thorpe Semifinalist 

Senior Alabama cornerback Fernando 
Bryant is one of 10 semifinalists for the Jim 
Thorpe Award, which is given to the nation’s 
top defensive back each year. The national se- 
lection committee will select three semifinal- 
ists from those 10 and announce those three 
on November 23. The three will be at the 
1998 Jim Thorpe Award on December 10 for 
the ESPN Awards Presentation from Disney 
World in Orlando, Florida. 

Among past winners is former Tide star 
Antonio Langham in 1993, 


Fall Golf 

It was a memorable fall for Dick Spybey and 
his Alabama men’s golf team. In its three tour- 
naments, Alabama had two top five finishes 
and a top 10 (of 18 teams) finish. The most 
promising of those finishes came October 20 
at the Jerry Pate National Intercollegiate, a 
tournament Alabama hosted at Birmingham's 
Old Overton. Playing in a field that included 
eight of the nation’s top ten ranked teams and 
three more ranked among the top 25, the Tide 
shot its way to an even par team finish of fifth 
place (of 12 teams). 

First-year player Jan-Are Larsen emerged as 
a national contender, finishing just one 
stroke short of the championship. He opened 
with a 67 then shot 65 in the final two 
rounds. Larsen finished seventh in his colle- 
giate debut at the Palmetto Classic in 
Charleston and 13th at Stanford’s Nelson. 
He'll take a 70.89 stroke average into the sec- 
ond half of the season when it picks up in 
mid-February. Junior Chip Zahn has 
Alabama’s second-best stroke average at 
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72.66, and senior Brian Wright showed no 
sign of rust after taking last year off. He's av- 
eraging 73.33. Of Alabama's top four (which 
includes sophomore Freeman Fite who's av- 
eraging 74.44), all four have shot rounds of 
69 or lower this fall. 

The Alabama women’s golf team posted top 
10 finishes in all four of its fall events, earn- 
ing Coach Betty Palmer's squad a high na- 
tional ranking. Alabama was 14th in the most 
recent poll, and that was before Bama closed 
out the fall campaign winning the Memphis 
Women’s Intercollegiate. In the tournament, 
Alabama posted a 10-shot victory over the 15 
team field. The Tide also earned a runner-up 
showing at the Auburn Tiger Invitational in 
late September. 

Individually, Tide players did well this fall 
with four different golfers earning team low 
score honors. Freshman Sarah Johnston led 
the squad this fall with a 74.72 stroke aver- 
age. Johnston finished in the top 25 at every 
fall tournament including a pair of top 10 
showings in the final two events, She earned 
a runner-up tie with teammate Paula Carter 
at the Memphis Women’s Intercollegiate. 

Other solid fall stroke averages include 
Rachael Short 76.20, Theres Svedin 76.63 
and Carter at 76.81. Senior Linda Sorensen 
saw limited action in the fall posting a 77.16 
average over the final two contests. 


Long Drive 

A feature of The Nelson, the prestigious fall 
tournament hosted by Stanford each year, is 
the Intercollegiate Long Drive Competition. 
Each of the 18 competing teams has a contes- 
tant who hits three drives. Bama’s Brian 
Wright won this year’s competition with a 
drive of 318 yards. 


Soccer Awards 

Alabama was supposed to be in a rebuilding 
year in women’s soccer. So when the Crimson 
Tide won the SEC Western Division and then 
earned a top 25 ranking for the first time in 
the school’s history, it was no surprise that 
league coaches named Bama’s Don Staley 
Coach of the Year. He had also earned the 
award in 1994, 

Additionally, Crimson Tide freshman 
Rachel Brown was named first team All-SEC 
at goalkeeper. It marked the fifth straight year 
that Alabama has had a first or second team 
goalkeeper. Ironically, the first team selection 
in 1997 was Carrie Warner, who transferred 
to South Carolina and finished second team 
this year. However, Warner was considered a 
very valuable player for the "Cocks. That was 
particularly true during the SEC Champio- 
nships, which were held at Alabama. Her 
coach said, “She came in and gave us a lot of 
confidence. And, she showed us how to get 
to the Alabama practice field.” 

Brown set an Alabama record with 115 
saves in regular season play. She recorded five 
shutouts and a 1.44 goals against average. 

Brown and defender Dawn Battle were 
named to the 11-woman All-SEC Soccer 
Team. 

Staley said his team met all its goals in its 
so-called rebuilding season in 1998. And they 
were lofty goals. 

He said the Tide wanted to win the state 
championship, make the SEC Tournament 
field (since Alabama was hosting the tourna- 
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ment this year), win the SEC Western 
Division championship, earn a national rank- 
ing for the first time in school history, and 
earn Bama’s first invitation to the NCAA 
Championships. 

Alabama cracked the top 25 late in the sea- 
son and earned its way into the 48-team 
NCAA field. Some 250 colleges have women’s 
soccer teams trying to make the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Alabama lost in the first round of the 
NCAA Tournament, 3-1 to Texas A&M at 
College Station. After losing three of its first 
four games, the Tide finished the season with 
a 13-7-1 record. 


Yeilding To Redshirt 

Frank Allen Yeilding, a left-handed pitcher 
who missed most fall work with a shoulder 
injury, is going to be redshirted in his fresh- 
man season. Yeilding, whose father, Allen, 
was a member of the Alabama golf team 
under Coach Conrad Rehling, had to under 
go surgery and the rehabilitation time will 
force him to miss the spring season. Yielding 
came to Alabama from Mountain Brook High 
School, where he was a member of The 
Birmingham News All-Metro Team and honor- 
able mention all-state. 


LaBudde Makes Field 
Alabama freshman Ashley LaBudde quali- 
fied for this year’s NCAA Women’s Cross 
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Country Championships. LaBudde earned 
All-South Region, in addition to qualifying 
for the November 23 national championship 
meet in Lawrence, Kansas, as she finished 
ninth at the NCAA Regional at Spain Park in 
Birmingham. Senior Liz Lopacki also earned 
All-South Region with a 14th place finish. 
The Alabama women finished sixth and the 
Tide men 17th in the regional meet. 


Tennis Success 

The Alabama men’s tennis team of Coach 
Adam Steinberg had some fall success. 
Graydon Oliver, a sophomore from Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, won the singles draw at 
Harvard's Crimson Fall Classic. A week later, 
the Bama doubles team of Francisco 
Rodriguez and Ariel Rivero won the doubles 
title at the Intercollegiate Tennis Association 
Region III Indoor Championships in Athens, 
Georgia. That win qualified the duo for the 
National Indoor Championships, to be held 
February 4 in Dallas, Texas. 


Development Director 

Athletics Director Bob Bockrath has added 
another staff member, a director of athletic 
development. Bill Farley, 46, joined the Tide 
staff after nine years at Oklahoma. He will re- 
port to both the athletics department and The 
University’s office of advancement. He will be 
involved in fund-raising and corporate devel- 
opment for the athletics department. 


“National Hero” 


Mark (Big Mack) McGwire 
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Early Signees: 


Top Performers Choose The Tide 


by Kirk McNair 


Baseball and men’s basketball have particular success in November signing period 


about another school, but it was hap- 

pening at Alabama. Crimson Tide Head 
Football Coach Mike DuBose was admit- 
ting that he had discussed a deal with a 
prospect whereby the prospect could re- 
ceive a car in exchange for signing a schol- 
arship with Bama. 

Of course the prospect in question was 
Michael DuBose, who signed in the early 
period with Crimson Tide Head Baseball 
Coach Jim Wells. Coach DuBose said, “I 
am proud of him and proud for him. It is 
something that we have talked about for a 


L sounded like a recruiting war story 


long, long time. It has been a dream of 
Michael’s to earn a scholarship at The 
University of Alabama since he was very 
young. He has worked awfully hard to ac- 
complish this, and he understands that 
there is a lot more hard work ahead. I am 
grateful to Jim (Wells) and his staff for giv- 
ing Michael this opportunity.” 

DuBose said, “Michael talked to me 
about it years ago. He wanted to know if 
he earned a scholarship if I would buy him 
a car.” The Tide football coach didn’t say if 
he ever agreed to the deal. 

Michael, 5-10, 200, is an outfielder for 


Coach Jon Randolph at Tuscaloosa Central 
High School. He has started the past two 
years and last season led the Falcons into 
the state playoffs as the team’s home run 
leader. He also played three summers of 
American Legion baseball. He also can play 
first base. 

DuBose is one of six new players signed 
by Jim Wells in the first days of the week- 
long early signing period which began 
November 18. The list includes three in- 
coming freshmen and three junior college 
transfers. The newest signees in addition to 
DuBose are Ben King, a left-handed pitcher 


Michael DuBose, son of Alabama Head Football Coach Mike DuBose, signs a baseball scholarship with the Crimson Tide. Michael is a star center fielder for 


Coach Jonathan Randolph (left)at Tuscaloosa Central High School. Mike and Polly DuBose attended their son’s signing ceremony. 
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Joe Larkin 


and outfielder from Grapevine, Texas; and 
Joe Larkin, a left-handed pitcher, first base- 
man, and outfielder from Media, 
Pennsylvania; and junior college transfers 
Joe Guthrie, a first baseman, and Michael 
Rainwater, a left-handed pitcher, both 
from Bevill State Community College in 
Fayette; and Casey Lambert, a shortstop 
from Blinn Junior College in Texas. 

King, 6-1, 185, has been a three-year 
starter for Coach Tim McCune at 
Grapevine. He has compiled a 16-10 record 
and 2.41 earned run average. He has al- 
lowed 134 hits and 65 earned runs in 189 
innings. He has struck out 268 and walked 
only 65. As an outfielder he has a .321 ca- 
reer batting average with five home runs 
and 52 runs batted in. Last year he was 7-3 
with a 2.45 ERA, striking out 142 in 86 in- 
nings. He batted .363 with five home runs 
and 52 runs batted in. He had a no-hitter 
and a grand slam home run in last year’s 
state playoffs. His great, great grandfather, 
longtime Montgomery Circuit Judge Dr. 
John C. Carter, was an Alabama law school 
graduate. His grandmother, Francis Carter 
King, attended both Alabama and Auburn. 
She was one of the flower girls when the 
Alabama-Auburn football game was re- 
newed in 1948 and was Auburn’s home- 
coming queen that year. 

Larkin, 6-1, 190, attends the William 
Penn Charter School near Philadelphia, 
where he is coached by Rick Mellor. As a 
junior he appeared in 12 games (eight 
starts) and compiled an 8-3 record and 
2.84 ERA. He pitched 67 innings and al- 
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lowed 29 hits, while striking out 72. He 
played 16 games as outfielder or designat- 
ed hitter and compiled a .323 average with 
two home runs and 12 RBI. He set a record 
with 20 strikeouts in a nine-inning win 
and also had a seven-inning no-hitter in 
which he struck out 16. During the off sea- 
son his pitching coach is Hall of Fame 
member Bob Gibson. He was named to the 
1997 Collegiate Baseball High School All- 
America team. In Babe Ruth Baseball he 
was coached by former Alabama outfielder 
Brad Daggett. 

Guthrie, 6-2, 200, is originally from 
Tuscaloosa and played at Tuscaloosa 
County High School. He originally signed 
with Kentucky, but transferred to Bevill 
State in Fayette, where he plays for Matt 
Bragga (a former catcher for Kentucky). 
Guthrie plays first base and left field. Last 
year he batted .362 with 14 doubles, three 
home runs and 27 RBI. He was a three-year 
starter for Coach Kenny Burns at 
Tuscaloosa County, where he posted a .400 
career average. He also played American 
Legion baseball in Northport. 

Rainwater, who attended Fayette County 
High School where he was a three-year reg- 
ular, posted a 7-4 record with a 3.51 ERA 
as a freshman last spring. This fall, 
Rainwater turned in an impressive 4-0 
record and 1.80 ERA. The left-hander 
recorded 33 strikeouts in 25 innings of 
work this fall. As a prep senior he set a 
state record for single season strikeouts 
and turned in a 13-1 record in leading the 
Tigers to a runner-up finish in the 4A play- 
offs. He has also played American Legion 
baseball in Northport. 

Lambert, 5-7, 160, is a native of St. 
Amant, Louisiana. Last year as a freshman 
at Blinn he batted .362 with six home runs 
and 40 runs batted in. He tied for the team 
lead with 73 runs scored and led his club 
with 16 doubles, 17 hit by pitch, and 72 
walks. He was the only Blinn freshman to 
make the all-conference team. He is also a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa, international 
academic honor society. As a prep star for 
Coach Bob Lemons, he was three-time all- 
state. 


ost of the attention in the early 
signing period is on men’s bas- 
ketball signees. New Tide Head 


Coach Mark Gottfried got off to a good 
start by signing three of the top prospects 
in Alabama. While the state’s consensus 
top prospect, Marvin Stone of Huntsville, 
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got away (signing with Kentucky), Bama 
added players considered among the na- 
tion’s best. New men’s basketball signees 
are 6-8 wing player Rod Grizzard of 
Central Park Christian in Birmingham, 6-8 
power forward Erwin Dudley of R.C. 
Hatch in Uniontown, and 6-2 guard 
Terrance Meade of Scottsboro. 

The three have generally been ranked as 
the second, third and fourth top prospects 
in the state, although The Birmingham 
News had Meade ranked surprisingly low 
at ninth in its evaluation. 

Its no accident that Bama did well with 
in-state players. Gottfried has made that a 
priority. “No question, our goal is to be 
good in our own back yard first,” he said. 
“That will be our philosophy. Its where we 
want to get most of our players. Hopefully, 
we won't limit ourselves to only Alabama 
kids, but its where we will always begin.” 

Grizzard, 6-8, 186, led his team to a 31-0 
record last year. He averaged 25.6 points, 
9.7 rebounds, 5.5 assists and 2.5 blocked 
shots per game last year. He was ranked 
among the nation’s top 15 upcoming se- 
niors by Prep Stars. 


Total enclosed $ 
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Alabama Videotapes 
THE TIDE Dynasty (1892-1982) 


[A 90-minute videotape of Alabama football history] 


COACH PAUL “BEAR” BRYANT 


[A 60-minute videotape which was used in the making 
of THE TIDE Dynasty] 


Now both available for $29.50 (plus $3.50 s/h) 


Plus, FREE with your order, 
FRANK HOWARD, A TRUE LEGEND (The story of former 
Alabama player and Clemson coach, who recorded more 
victories than any coach in ACC history) 


Excellent Christmas gift! Allow two weeks for delivery. 


Check Visa _ Mastercard 


Dudley, 6-8, 225, led R.C. Hatch to a 19- 
8 record last year as he averaged 25 points, 
18 rebounds, five blocked shots and three 
assists per game. He shot 61 per cent from 
the field. He was rated the number 18 ju- 
nior prospect in the nation last year by 
The Sporting News and was rated 34th this 
fall by ESPN Future Stars. 

Meade, 6-2, 180, averaged 18.7 points 
per game, 5.5 assists per game, 3.5 steals 
per game and 4.5 rebounds per game for 
Scottsboro last year. His team went 18-11 
and won the area championship. Meade 
shot 54 per cent from the field, 48 per cent 
from three-point range, and he hit 79 per 
cent of his free throws. 

There was still a chance that Alabama 
could get the signature of the third-ranked 
player in Florida, 6-9 power forward 
Kenny Walker of Wolfson High School in 
Jacksonville. Walker had narrowed his 
choices to Alabama, South Florida (where 
he had been in basketball camp the past 
two years), and Florida State. Reports out 
of Jacksonville midway through the sign- 
ing period were that FSU had been elimi- 
nated and that Alabama was in the lead 


Exp. 


Make check payable 
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Documentary Sports 
c/o BAMA 
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Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


and might get Walker's signature before 
the November 18 deadline. 

Bama had also been considered the lead- 
er for an outstanding junior college guard. 
However, Antonio Jackson, a 6-5 sopho- 
more guard at Butler Community College 
in Kansas, intends to wait until the spring 
period to sign. Jackson is originally from 
Huntsville, where he played at Butler High 
School. 

Also in Alabama, the Tide may be in- 
volved with 6-6 forward Derrick 
Underwood of Boaz; Josh Bryant, a 6-7 
forward from Hatton, and Emmett 
Thomas, a 6-6 forward from Birmingham 
John Carroll. Bryant was ranked number 
five and Underwood number seven by 
The Birmingham News. However, those are 
expected to be spring signees. 

Derrick Zimmerman, an outstanding 
guard in Monroe, Louisiana, had been ex- 
pected to visit this fall, but he is not going 
to sign in the early period and has decided 
to wait until basketball season to make his 
visits. 

Donnell Harvey, a 6-7 power forward 
from Randolph Clay High School in 
Cuthbert, Georgia, who many regard as 
the nation’s top prospect, had been report- 
ed as likely to make an official visit to 
Alabama, but he did not visit Tuscaloosa. 
Harvey had been thought to be consider- 
ing Georgetown, Connecticut , Clemson, 
and Kentucky, as well as Alabama. Many 
consider Clemson the leader since 
Clemson had a commitment from Harvey's 
friend, Ron Blackshear, a 6-4 guard at 
Hargrave Academy. 


he Alabama women’s basketball 
[Te of Coach Rick Moody also 

picked up a top signee. Ferris 
Peters, a 6-1 forward at University Lab 
High School in Baton Rouge, signed with 
Alabama after considering offers from 
LSU, North Carolina and Arkansas. 

She averaged 21 points and 11 rebounds 
for University Lab last season. 

Ferris also played for the nationally- 
ranked Domino’s of New Orleans AAU 
team over the summer. She is already aca- 
demically qualified. 

There are almost certainly other signees 
in spring and winter sports who have 
signed in the early period, but Alabama is 
not able to comment on signees until 
signed scholarship papers are returned to 
The University. We will cover those addi- 
tional signees in next month’s "Bama. 
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Tony Dixon: 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Sophomore has moved 
into first team safety spot 


ony Dixon envisioned himself as a 
“Testes tailback. However, a couple of 

trips to summer camps convinced him 
his football future was on the other side of 
the line of scrimmage. Now he’s offering 
convincing evidence he can be a star in the 
secondary. 

Dixon earned USA Today honorable men- 
tion All-America and twice Alabama. all- 
state honors as a defensive back at Pickens 
County High School in Reform, but Dixon 
wanted to play offense in college. In addi- 
tion to the 65 tackles, six quarterback sacks, 


Defeuse Wine Been Ticket To Success 


four interceptions and two fumble recover- 
ies he recorded as a prep senior, Dixon as a 
tailback for the Tornadoes also rushed for 
1,450 yards, scored 18 touchdowns, passed 
for two more scores and caught a pass for 
another touchdown. As a junior, besides 
making 115 tackles and six interceptions, he 
gained 1,286 yards on the ground and 
scored 17 touchdowns. 

A four-year starter, Dixon was pursued by 
a host of colleges but narrowed his list to 
Notre Dame, Tennessee, Georgia Tech, 
Auburn and Alabama. All but Alabama re- 
cruited Dixon for offense. “When IL was in 
high school | was more focused on offense, 
and at first I thought that I was going to play 
offense in college,” he said. “But between 
my sophomore and junior year I went to the 
Alabama summer football camp and Coach 
(Bill) Oliver (now the interim head coach at 
Auburn) said that I could be a good defen- 
sive back in college. The next summer | at- 
tended Alabama's camp again and (then de- 


fensive backs coach) Coach (Curley) 
Hallman told me the same thing. That's 
when | changed my mind and decided on 
defense and on Alabama. Before that the 
schools that told me they wanted me on of- 
fense were my top choices. 

“L also chose Alabama because | wanted to 
go to a place where I felt comfortable and 
right at home. I looked at academics too. I 
wanted to major in business, and Alabama 
has a good business school. At the time I felt 
that was the right decision for me, and I still 
do.” 

A little over a year later Dixon is comfort- 
able and right at home as the Crimson Tide’s 
starting free safety. Dixon actually earned 
first-string status as a strong safety last 
spring and played that position until Kelvin 
Sigler, the Tide's free safety, suffered a sea- 
son-ending knee injury in the East Carolina 
game. Dixon, only a sophomore, was then 
moved to number one free safety. Marcus 
Spencer took over at strong safety, with 
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In Alabama's defensive scheme, the safety has to be an effective tackler. Soph Tony Dixon (24) was spotted during his high school days in Alabama’s summer 
football camps as potentially a fine defensive back. He hasn't disappointed. He was a regular on special teams and used occasionally as a back-up strong safe- 
ty last year, won the starting strong safety job early this year, then moved to free safety this year when Kelvin Sigler suffered a season-ending knee injury. 
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Antoine Hunter moving from cornerback to 
back up Dixon, 

Playing both strong and free safety this 
season Dixon ranks among Bama’s top de- 
fenders statistically. 

In the Alabama scheme there is not much 
difference between the free safety and the 
strong safety, with Head Coach Mike Dubose 
saying the two positions are somewhat in- 
terchangeable. And one common thread is 
that safeties—strong and free-are expected to 
be good tacklers. 

All defensive backs are taught the same 
pass and run defense techniques, said 
Charlie Harbison, defensive backs coach. 

Dixon said, “In the type of defense that we 
play, there is not much difference. It all de- 
pends on where the play is going. We all 
know each other's job. The scheme we play 
changes from week to week depending upon 
the team we are playing.” 


ne of eight true freshmen who played 
O« year, Dixon in 1997 was in on 
255 snaps, had 22 tackles and one 
quarterback sack. However, most of his ac- 
tion came on special teams. “I didn’t play a 
lot on defense last year, but I played enough 
so that I could carry over some experience 
to this year.” 
Dixon admitted that he never thought that 


he would be starting or playing so much so 
soon. Or that he would be expected to pick 
up some of the on-the-field leadership that 
Sigler was responsible for. “I’m enjoying 
that, but to tell the truth, I never expected 
that this year,” he said. “When Sig was play- 
ing, | looked at him as the leader. After Sig 
got hurt the coaches wanted me to step up 
and be that type of leader. I accepted the 
challenge and grew up.” 

Harbison agrees that Dixon is picking up 
some of the slack. “He is a young player who 
is continuing to grow as a football player,” 
the coach said. “He is maturing daily and get- 
ting better game by game. He reads and reacts 
well. He has a good range of motion, but he 
needs to recognize the routes that develop 
from different formations. He's not selfish. 
He's a team player who will do whatever is 
asked. He understands the big picture.” 

The 6-1 and 200-pound Dixon said, “I'm 
not one of those big-time players. I don’t 
play like (the San Francisco 49ers) Ronnie 
Lott. | get in position to make plays, so I 
would say that I'm more of a smart player.” 

Dixon got his first college interception 
against East Carolina. “I read the quarter- 
back and broke on the ball,” said related 
Dixon, who bench presses 330 pounds, 
squats 450 pounds and runs a 4.4 40-yard 
dash. “It was a key play because they were 
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driving and the interception gave us back 
the momentum.” 

Accustomed to frequently getting his 
hands on the ball in high school, Dixon ad- 
mits that he misses playing offense. “I’m 
waiting for a chance to (intercept a pass 
and) score a touchdown,” he said. 

Dixon has played in every game except 
Vanderbilt, when he was disciplined for 
breaking a team rule. “It was not anything 
major,” he said. “It was a small violation, 
but anytime a rule is broken there is punish- 
ment. Whats right is right, and what’s wrong 
is wrong. | learned something from it.” 

An excellent student, Dixon ranked fourth 
in his graduating class at Pickens County, 
where he earned an advanced diploma, was 
president and vice president of the student 
council, a representative to Boys State and in 
the Beta Club. He was the first athlete from 
Pickens County to be signed to an athletic 
scholarship by a Division I school. 

“Coming from a small school, everybody 
told me that it was impossible to get an ath- 
letic scholarship to a Division I school,” said 
Dixon. “But I've worked hard for everything 
that I have gotten. So now when I speak to 
school groups I tell them to not limit their 
dreams because all things are possible if you 
work hard enough for them and keep your 
faith in God.” 
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Clint Waggoner: 


He’s About To Start On His Dream 


by Kirk McNair 


Solid defender will forego final year of football eligibility in order to begin medical school 


lint Waggoner has been an OLB. He's 

even been a TE. Currently he’s a DE. 

But what he really wants to be is an 
MD. And that’s why he won't be back on 
Alabama's football team for his final year of 
eligibility in 1999, 

Waggoner is a college president's dream. 
While many college football coaches talk 
about their “student-athletes,” few have 
them like Clint Waggoner. Alabama (and al- 
most every other major college football 
team) has a lot of players who have made 
two grades of B in four years. But few have 
done what Waggoner has done, which is 
make A in every other class. He has “only” a 
3.94 grade point average because he made B 
in two classes outside of his major, which is 
biology. 


Waggoner, a fourth-year junior, has kind 
of piddled around this semester. He took 
only 12 hours. And he taught a biology lab. 
He could have graduated in December, but 
he’s saving three hours to really take it easy 
in the spring semester, and thus graduate 
with his fiancee (who by then will be his 
wife). And he'll teach that lab again in the 
spring semester. 

What he won't do in the spring is partici- 
pate in football practice. And this time next 
year, when he could be lining up to earn his 
fourth football letter, he'll be in medical 
school, starting on the long road to becom- 
ing a physician. 

Waggoner enjoys football, but he is not 
going to make a living in the National 
Football League. And he understands the 
years of medical study facing him. “Coming 


back for a fifth year would just be a year 
lost, and I've got a lot of school left,” 
Waggoner said. “If | was going to graduate 
school in an area where | could be on cam- 
pus, that would be one thing. But if | went 
to graduate school here next year I'd just be 
wasting that year insofar as medical school 
is concerned.” 

Waggoner faces a minimum of six more 
years of school, as many as ten more years 
before hanging out his shingle. 

He thought about his decision for a long 
time before talking to Head Coach Mike 
DuBose prior to the start of this season. 
“Coach DuBose was very supportive,” 
Waggoner said. “He said he'd love to have 
me back next year, but he knew that I need- 
ed to do what was in the best interest of my 
career,” 

DuBose said, “He’s always wanted to be a 
doctor. Most of the guys we sign probably 
dream of one day playing in the NFL, but 
he’s always dreamed of being a doctor and 
he’s done what he’s had to do to prepare 
himself for that opportunity. It wasn’t a sur- 
prise when he came to me because I’ve 
known since we began recruiting him what 
his goal was. I support him 100 per cent. 
But I did leave the door open for him to 
come back in case he doesn't get the medical 
school he wants and decides to put it off a 
year.” 

It isn't likely that Waggoner won't get the 
medical school he wants. He not only has 
the academic background, but the extracur- 
ricular background (not even counting foot- 
ball). He has been active in his church, in 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and as 
a volunteer in home health care with chil- 
dren and at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital. 

Waggoner had exposure to the medical 
field as a child. His mother was a nurse who 
occasionally had Clint with her for brief 
times in the hospital. “I can remember as a 
five-year-old getting to walk around the hos- 
pital with the doctors,” Waggoner said. “Ever 
since then, I’ve wanted to be a doctor.” 


Clint Waggoner has been a solid performer on 
the football field and an All-America in the 
classroom at Alabama. He will forego his final 
year of football eligibility in order to pursue his 
lifelong dream to be a doctor. 
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‘aggoner came to Alabama from 
Landmark Christian School in 

Fairburn, Georgia, a school his fa- 

ther was instrumental in founding. But 
Waggoner lived in nearby Fayetteville, 
Georgia, “on a dirt road,” he said. His school 
played in the public school league, frequent- 
ly against large school competition even 
though it was a very small school. “The 
school was founded so that we could have 
the academic standards of a private school, 
but so that we could be a part of the state 
system in athletics,”"he said. “We had to do 
that if we were going to get any recognition.” 
Waggoner got some recognition. He was 

all-state as a senior as he turned in 102 

tackles, 18 quarterback sacks and four 
fumble recoveries. On offense he had 28 re- 
ceptions for 370 yards and two touchdowns. 
He was a four-year starter. And he was even 
more successful as a prep student than he 
has been at Alabama, as he was graduated 
with a 4.1 grade point average. 

His coach was Bill Thorn. Waggoner said 
Thorn was an Alabama native and Alabama 
fan, but didn’t try to influence Waggoner's 
college decision. “Everyone wanted me to 
go where I felt comfortable,” Waggoner 
said. 

In the end he picked Alabama over 
Tennessee. “I didn’t have any connections to 
Alabama,” he said. “I just liked it.” 

Waggoner was recruited as a defensive end 
by DuBose, who was then the defensive line 
coach, and by Randy Ross, then the recruit- 
ing coordinator. Some schools wanted 
Waggoner as a tight end. 

Landmark Christian can have a little 
alumni meeting in Tuscaloosa. In addition to 
Clint, graduates include his fiancee, Leah 
Bearden (who will earn her degree in health 
care management in May after only three 
years at The University); his brother Brad, 
who played at Georgia Tech and Liberty and 


Clint Waggoner’s 


Academic Honors 


* Phi Beta Kappa 

¢ Mortar Board 

* Omicron Delta Kappa 

¢ Finalist, Woody Hayes National Scholar 
Athlete Award 

¢ Finalist, Barry M. Goldwater Award for 
Excellence in Math and Science 

¢ Burger King National Scholar Athlete 
($10,000 awarded to The University’s gen- 
eral scholarship fund) 

¢ Nationwide Insurance Student of the 
Game vs. Vanderbilt, 1998 

¢ CBS Scholar Athlete of the Game vs. 
Tennessee, 1998 

¢ Burger King Scholar Athlete of the Game 
vs. Tennessee, 1997 

¢ Honda Scholar Athlete of the Week vs. 
Vanderbilt, 1997 

¢ GTE Academic All-America District 
Team 

¢ Academic All-Southeastern Conference 
¢ Athletics Director's Honor Roll 

¢ Dean’s List 

¢ President's List 


who is now in graduate school in education 
at Alabama and who plans to coach one day; 
and little sister Keely, a freshman. 


aggoner has spent most of his 

time on defense at Alabama. As a 

freshman in 1995 he was held out 
of competition and played defensive end on 
the scout team. In 1996 he started the sea- 
son at defensive end, but was listed as a 
tight end for the final eight games of the 
year. And most of his playing time that year 
came on special teams. 

“I'm one of the few defensive linemen who 
can play on punt coverage and kickoff return 
teams,” he said. “Most of them are too big, 
but I could run so I got in on those things.” 


He’s still a regular on the kickoff return team. 
In 1997 Waggoner became a full-time de- 
fender. He didn’t start any games, but he saw 
action in most of them. Alabama was in a 4-3 
defense and Waggoner was a pass-rushing 
defensive end, ordinarily inserted into the 
game on long yardage situations. He re- 
sponded well, averaging two-and-a-half tack- 
les per game in limited action. He also had 
four sacks and ten quarterback pressures, 
broke up four passes and caused a fumble. 

When Alabama opened this season, 
Waggoner was in yet another position. The 
Tide had changed to a 3-4 defense, eliminat- 
ing one defensive lineman and adding a new 
outside linebacker position, jack. He and 
Canary Knight were splitting time at the 
jack position, which was coached by Ellis 
Johnson, the defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach. But then Alabama decid- 
ed to go back to the 4-3. Waggoner again be- 
came an end, and again an end who is used 
primarily as a rusher in pass situations. Now 
he’s coached by Jackie Shipp, the defensive 
line coach. 

The transition posed no difficulty for 
Waggoner. “When | was a jack | was [re- 
quently going down as an end, and as an 
end | still have some situations where I can 
be in linebacker-type pass coverage,” he 
said. “It's about the same thing I’ve done 
ever since I've been here.” 

Waggoner said that his biggest thrills as a 
college player have been “the big games” 
and “playing in Bryant-Denny Stadium this 
year. I've really enjoyed the new stadium.” 

And, he said, he'll be like a lot of former 
players. “One thing I’ve noticed here is how 
many former football players come back for 
the games,” he said. “They even come back 
for the spring game. That's the kind of fan 
I'll be. I'll always come back.” 

That's good. You can always stand to have 
another doctor in the house. 


It was the game that changed forever the way the South saw 
football...and how the nation saw the South. 


Pooley Hubert, Johnny Mack Brown, Wu Winslett, and 
other Bama players pulled off one of the biggest upsets in 
college football at the 1926 Rose Bowl. This hour-long 
videotape captures the excitement of Alabama's first 


"biggest" win. 


$21 includes shipping and handling. To order call 1-800-463-8825. Major credit cards accepted. 
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Good Year 
Shaping Up 


by Andrew Varble Il 


Best ever freshman class 
joins outstanding veterans 


he list of achievements for the 
| Alabama gymnastics program is ex- 
traordinary, worth reading twice. 
Three NCAA Championships, three 
Southeastern Conference Championships, 
14 national top-four finishes, season atten- 
dance averages of 9,000-plus for the past 
four seasons, eight NCAA Postgraduate 
scholarship winners, back-to-back NCAA 
Woman of the Year finalists, 90-plus All- 
America honors. It is overwhelming. 

And this year is expected to bring more 
such success. 

The 1999 Alabama gymnastics season fea- 
tures a lineup jam-packed with talent, a 
schedule including many of the nation’s best 
teams, and one of the nation’s premiere 
events coming to Coleman Coliseum. It is a 
combination that Head Coach Sarah 
Patterson believes will be explosive. 

“We're going to have one of the most ex- 
citing teams in the country,” Patterson said. 
“We're not going to be experienced, but we 
will be exciting. I believe we'll be able to 
match any team in the country skill for skill. 
That's something completely different for 
our program. I’m excited about it as a coach. 
1 can’t imagine how exciting it will be for 
our spectators.” 

For the second year in a row, Sarah, along 
with Assistant Head Coach David Patterson 
and Assistant Coach Bryan Raschilla, have 
played pied piper to some of the nation’s 
best recruits, leading them to Tuscaloosa 
and the Crimson Tide. Last season the trio's 
catch, five strong, included SEC Freshman 
of the Year Robin Hawkins, second team All- 
America Dara Stewart, Lissy Smith, Katie 
Hornecker and April Makinson. 

This year’s freshmen have the potential to 


Alabama is thought to have its finest freshman 
class ever. New members of the Bama gymnas- 
tics squad are (left to right): Front-Raegan 
Tomasek, Natalie Barrington, Krista Gole. 
Back—-Whitney Morgan, Andreé Pickens and 
Alexa Martinez. Barry Fikes Photo 
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As a junior in 1998, Gwen Spidle competed in all-around for the first time and finished the year as an All-America in that event as well as on balance beam. 


She is part of a small senior class that will be counted on both for leadership and performance for Bama’s gymnastics team. 


be extremely successful at this level. 
Patterson has tabbed them the best class 
ever at Alabama. 

“Without a doubt, it is the finest recruit- 
ing class we've ever had,” Patterson said. 
“It's exciting on so many levels. From top to 
bottom, there is so much talent in this class. 
It is the strongest we've ever had in terms of 
depth, numbers and talent.” 

This year’s rookies include three members 
of the U.S. National Team—Alexa Martinez, 
Andreé Pickens, and Raegan Tomasek. In 
addition, the Tide added two nationally- 
renowned gymnasts in Krista Gole and 
Whitney Morgan. Rounding out the Tide's 
six-woman freshman class is its first interna- 
tional signee, Canadian National Team 
member Natalie Barrington. 

Back-to-back blue-chip freshman classes 
give the Tide outstanding depth. The quality 
of the signees added to the existing talent 
gives Alabama one of the most dangerous 
lineups in the nation. The 11 underclassmen 
combine with a talented and leadership-rich 
upperclass made up of All-America seniors 
Gwen Spidle and Mandy Chapman and ju- 
niors Lexa Evans and NCAA Regional bal- 
ance beam champ Gina Logan. 
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Much of the Tide’s leadership will come 
from its two-woman senior class. Chapman 
earned her second All-SEC honor last season 
and was an All-America on the balance 
beam in 1997. Spidle is coming off a break- 
through season in 1998. In her first season 
competing in the all-around, she came away 
with All-America honors in that event as 
well as the balance beam. Spidle also served 
as co-captain of last year’s third place NCAA 
Championship squad, along with departed 
All-America Merritt Booth. 

Booth may by gone from the Tide's active 
roster, but she is making it hard to forget 
her. Since finishing her eligibility last spring, 
Booth has garnered some of the most presti- 
gious accolades available to a collegiate ath- 
lete. She was the Tide’s second consecutive 
finalist for NCAA Woman of the Year hon- 
ors, as well as earning the gymnastics pro- 
gram’s eighth NCAA Postgraduate Scholar- 
ship. She is also a nominee for the NCAAs 
highest honor, the Top Eight Award. 

Sarah and David Patterson, now in their 
21st year at The Capstone, have established 
the Tide’s formidable reputation as one of 
the nation’s foremost programs by having 
each team get progressively better through- 
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out the season. The formula, so successful in 
years past, remains intact, but with the infu- 
sion of talent this season the Tide should 
have a better starting point than any other 
Alabama lineup. 


he Tide has another bright star in 
“List schedule. Patterson juggled 

the schedule, packing two road meets 
into one weekend, so that the Tide could 
add a sixth home meet to the slate. “We 
have a great competitive facility, and we 
want to take advantage of it for our crowd,” 
Patterson said. “We have six home meets for 
the first time ever, and our fans have shown 
that they enjoy our home meets.” 

That might be an understatement. 
Alabama’s legion of gymnastics fans has 
grown by leaps and bounds over the past 
decade. Last season, three of the Tide’s meets 
drew 10,000-plus fans. Overall, Patterson 
and Company averaged 9,815. Only four 
collegiate women’s programs in the nation, 
in any sport, averaged more fans. In 1997, 
Alabama averaged more than 10,000 fans 
per meet and sold out Coleman Coliseum 
for the first time in the program’s history, in 
a meet against Georgia. This year, Patterson 
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is hoping to sell out both the Georgia and 
the Auburn meets. 

Alabama gets things started on Sunday, 
January 3 with “Meet the Team,” a must for 
all Alabama fans, Patterson says. “I don't 
think anybody would want to miss that,” 
Patterson said. “We have so many new peo- 
ple for our fans to meet.” 

In addition to the new personnel populat- 
ing the Tide’s roster, Alabama's meets will 
have a new look, which includes a new 
scoreboard that incorporates a video display 
much like the one seen in Bryant-Denny 
Stadium, Already a forerunner in fan fun, 
the Tide’s meets will take on a whole new di- 
mension of excitement. Instant replay, vin- 
tage clips and rollicking soundtrack are just 
a few of the uses the new scoreboard fea- 
tures. 

Alabama’s home meet schedule, which 
starts off with Big-l0 power Ohio State, in- 
cludes the Tide’s archrival Georgia, along 
with Auburn, Minnesota, Kentucky and 
LSU. Alabama opens its away schedule with 
the first of two regular season meetings with 
Georgia. The Tide will also face Florida, 
Penn State, UMass and Utah State on the 
road. 

And in the category of “Couldn't have 
planned it better if they tried,” in addition to 
six high profile home meets, Alabama plays 
host to the 1999 Southeastern Conference 
Championships. The fact that Alabama 


hosts the championships only once every six 
years adds an element of excitement to the 
league’s showdown. This year, the top-three 
from 1998's NCAA Championships-number 
one Georgia, number two Florida and num- 
ber three Alabama-—will be vying for the 
crown. “We only host the SEC Champion- 
ships once every six years,” Patterson said. 
“My first thought was what better year to get 


wae 
it because we have such a young team. Its 
such a prestigious meet. When you have the 
opportunity to host it, you want to do a 
great job and put yourself in a position to 
win the championship.” 

Alabama's blend of old and new, under the 
steady guidance of the coaching staff, should 
have the Crimson Tide in championship 
contention once again. 
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Brian Williams: 
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by Austin Dare 


Senior expects to iive up 
to lingering expectations 


on't believe the hype. That's what 
D*= school prep stars who fail to 
live up to expectations will tell you: 
don’t believe the hype. It’s unfair to place the 
burden of a college athletics program's suc- 
cess or failure on such fragile young shoul- 
ders. 
Brian Williams isn’t like most former prep 
stars. He wants you to believe the hype. 

As a highly-recruited senior at 
Montgomery's Jeff Davis High School where 
he was a 1995 high school All-America and 
the state’s “Mr. Basketball,” Williams was ex- 
pected to lead the Alabama Crimson Tide 
basketball team past the Sweet 16 round of 
the NCAA Tournament for the first time in 
school history. Williams’ high-flying, up- 
tempo style of play, plus a 25 points per 


Wear 
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Crimson 
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It’s A Whole New Ball Game 


game average, led Jeff Davis to the 1995 
Alabama 6A state championship and created 
a buzz on the Tuscaloosa campus when the 
Tide won a huge recruiting war for his ser- 
vices over several other major colleges in- 
cluding in-state rival Auburn. 

But a strange thing happened upon his ar- 
rival at The Capstone. Alabama began to 
struggle and Williams became the target of 
critics who scrutinized everything from his 
shot selection to turnovers to leadership 
ability. 

Truth be known, Williams is more than a 
one-man show and his struggles, as well as 
those of the Crimson Tide, can be attributed 
more to a clash of styles, personnel and re- 
cruiting than any of the aforementioned crit- 
icisms. Williams was asked to play in a set, 
controlled offense that limited his ability to 
create in the open floor where he is most 
dangerous. Plus, he often rotated positions 
between point guard and shooting guard as 
dictated by former Head Coach David 
Hobbs. 

Opponents, knowing Alabama lacked a 
strong inside presence the last two seasons, 
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sold out to stop Williams, sometimes run- 
ning two and three defenders at the Tide 
star, knowing that, if they stopped Williams, 
they stopped the Tide. The strategy worked, 
but through it all, Williams remained the 
consummate team player, willing to do 
whatever the coaches asked to help the team 
succeed. And he did it without complaining. 
To this day, he bears no regrets about the 
past three seasons. However, he does look 
forward to playing in an up-tempo style that 
is being implemented by first-year Head 
Coach Mark Gottfried, a former Tide stand- 
out in the 1980s. 

“In the past,” said Williams, who was 
rated as the 15th best high school player in 
the land in 1995 by ESPN analyst Dick 
Vitale, “I rotated positions depending on the 
situation. 

“I feel 'm better with the ball in my 
hands, but there were times when I had to 
play shooting guard and that’s fine by me. 
But | definitely feel my strengths are my 
one-on-one skills and my ability to create in 
the open floor.” 

Gottfried couldn't agree more with his star 
senior and plans to exploit those talents this 
season by playing Williams in a new offen- 
sive set in which he and fellow senior 
Chauncey Jones will both be in the back- 
court. In Bama’s offense both will have to 
use point guard and shooting guard skills, 
but Williams has taken the lead as the play- 
maker. “I think his creative ability has been 
suffocated in the past,” Gottfried said. “We 
will try to exploit his one-on-one skills and 
passing ability which | think has been over- 
looked. 

“He is so dangerous with the ball and 
breaks down defenses by getting them on 
their heels. It's our job as a coaching staff to 
help bring out those special qualities that 
will help this ball club win games.” 

As Bama prepared to open the season, 
Gottfried said at Southeastern Conference 
Media Days, “Brian needs to be the guy. He 
accepts that. We've had 17 practices and | 
don’t think he’s taken a bad shot yet. He’s 
had a great attitude every day. What he and 
Chauncy have to do is learn how to run our 
team. | have to teach them how to lead. 
They have to realize their body language 
says everything to their teammates. They 
need to know everyone's role better than 
their own.” 

When the Crimson Tide held an exhibi- 
tion game against Marathon Athletics (for- 
merly known as “Oil”), the new Brian 
Williams was on display. He scored 31 
points, 20 in the second half, to lead 
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Alabama to a 92-82 victory. But he didn’t do 
it in typical Williams fashion. He made two 
of only three three-point attempts. Most of 
his points came by driving the lane for short 
baskets and/or for free throw attempts. He 
connected on 11 of 16 field goal attempts 
and six of seven foul shots. 

“It was a quiet 31 points,” Gottfried said 
after the debut. “I didn’t even realize it until 


I got the statistics sheet. But I thought he 
did well running the offense. He handled the 
ball most of the night and only made a cou- 
ple of mistakes (two turnovers in 33 min- 
utes).” 

Williams also drew praise from the opposi- 
tion. “They have a great go-to guy in Brian 
Williams,” said Marathon Head Coach Sam 
Foggin. “They have a better inside game 


A key to Alabama basketball success this season will be the play of senior guard Brian Williams, who 
will have a new role under Mark Gottfried, Alabama’s new head coach. Early indications are Williams 


is a good fit for the Gottfried plan. 
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than they had last year, but the point guard 
is the key.” 


hile not being critical of his for- 

mer coach, Williams did say he is 

looking forward to the opportu- 
nity to play in a “wide-open, running of- 
fense” that looks to fast break at any given 
opportunity, even after made baskets. 

“Coach Gottfried is an emotional coach 
who gets fired up about basketball,” 
Williams said. “I think we will carry that 
emotion and passion for the game to the 
floor with us. 

“For me, personally, I think the coaching 
change has been good. He (Gottfried) 
played collegiately and professionally as a 
guard so he can teach me a lot about the 
point guard position which has been very 
helpful to me. To be a good team, he’s 
stressed that we have to do the little things 
well.” 

Williams has had some success as a three- 
year starter at Alabama. He led the league in 
free throw shooting as a freshman when he 
averaged 10.4 points per game. He raised 
that average to 13.9 points per game as a 
sophomore and was honorable mention All- 
SEC. He was again honorable mention All- 
SEC last year as he averaged 16.1 points per 
game and moved into 19th place on 
Alabama's all-time scoring list. He had 28 
points in Bama’s final game, a loss to eventu- 
al national champion Kentucky in the sec- 
ond round of the SEC Tournament. 

In addition to taking advantage of 
Williams’ open-floor skills, Gottfried hopes 
Williams’ leadership qualities as a veteran 
senior will help his first Alabama squad de- 
velop into a contender. 

For his part, Williams hopes to make his 
senior year a memorable one. He spent the 
summer in the weight room building 
strength and endurance for the upcoming 
season. 

“I relish the challenge of the upcoming 
season,” said Williams, “and I know a lot of 
people expect a lot from me, but I expect a 
lot from myself. 

“My ideal season would be for us to win 
the SEC, reach the Final Four and win the 
national championship,” 

But even if the Crimson Tide doesn’t attain 
such lofty goals, Williams is determined to 
prove the hype that accompanied him out of 
high school was true. And for all those 
naysayers who doubt whether or not 
Williams can live up to the hype, Gottfried 
has one comment: “I hope he blossoms like 
a flower in the spring time this season.” 

If that should happen, look for the 
Crimson Tide to arise from the doldrums of 
a two-year post-season hiatus and make 
some noise in the NCAA Tournament. 
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Prep Prospects: 


As Always, 


by James Edwards 


Bama has serious needs 
among backs, receivers 


ypically, the South has produced a 

large number of skill position football 

players. Good weather leads to play- 

ers running, passing and catching. It should 

come as no surprise that Alabama assistant 

football coaches are searching throughout 

the region for top players. Alabama's cup- 

board isn’t bare, but it is low in speedy skill 
position players. 

Our fourth look at top high school senior 
football prospects is that of skill position 
players—backs and wide receivers—in the 
South. However, we have also thrown in the 
names of a few top prospects from North 
Carolina, Virginia and Ohio who have been 
linked with the Crimson Tide. 

This information has come from various 
recruiting publications, notably Pigskin 
Preps, and regional newspaper reports. 
Players are listed in alphabetical order by 
states and we have included 40-yard dash 
time, as well as height and weight. 

FLORIDA 

Kasey Anderson is a 5-11, 165, 4.53 cor- 
nerback from Lakeland. He is small, but his 
ability to break on the ball and his football 
instincts have college scouts across the South 
taking a hard look. He feels he can shut 
down any opposing receiver. He is a sure 
tackler. He is academically qualified and fa- 
vors Florida State over Florida, Alabama, 
Auburn and Georgia Tech. 

Ed Baker, 5-8, 170, 4.39, is a prep tailback 
who projects as either a wideout or corner- 
back at the college level. He rushed for 1,380 
yards as a junior at Leon High School in 
Tallahassee and his 10.8 100-meter speed 
gives him the chance to make an impact 
early in his college career. He has great 
strength for a little man (bench pressing 
350) and he should qualify. He’s getting 
looks from Florida State, Florida, Alabama, 
Boston College and Wake Forest. 

Richard Black, 6-0, 162, 4.4, combination 
receiver/cornerback from Lincoln High 
School in Tallahassee, is a true candidate at 
either slot. He had five touchdowns on 23 
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South Has Skill Players 


Jason Geathers 
receptions as a wideout and he posted 81 
tackles and three interceptions at corner- 
back. He is on track to qualify and he is 
looking at Alabama, Northwestern, Syracuse, 
Florida State, Clemson and Troy State. 

Anquan Boldin, 6-1, 190, 4.4, athlete from 
Pahokee, may be the best all-around athlete 
in Florida. He played quarterback as a junior 
and racked up over 3,500 yards with 33 
touchdowns. He could play there or he could 
play tailback, receiver, defensive back and 
kick returner. He has made touchdowns run- 
ning, throwing and receiving. He should 
qualify and is considering West Virginia, 
Florida State, Auburn, Alabama, Miami and 
Florida. 

Antonio Carter, 5-9, 180, 4.26, wide receiv- 
er from Rickards High School in Tallahassee. 
is the fastest prep player in Florida, a fact op- 
posing cornerbacks have learned the hard 
way. He has lined up at several places in his 
prep career including quarterback, tailback, 
defensive back, and kick returner, in addi- 
tion to wide receiver. He averaged 32.5 yards 
per catch his freshman year and had eight 
touchdowns, plus had six interceptions. His 
senior year so far has been nothing short of 
fantastic. He is a Pigskin Preps Super South 
75 selection and a Florida Top 10 player. He 
is leaning to Alabama over Florida State, 
Florida, Tennessee, Michigan, Kentucky, 
Tulane and Clemson. 

Daryl Dixon, 5-11, 195, 4.41, is a corner- 
back from New Smyrna Beach. He could play 


Wiles le 


safety as he is a tremendous tackler. He has a 
tendency to make the big play at the right 
time. He is a super student also who has 
qualified with ease. He is leaning to Florida 
over Florida State, Auburn, Michigan, 
Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia. 

Renard Douglas, 5-11, 165, 4.37, from Clay 
High School in Green Cove Springs is a true 
definition of the word “threat.” He is ex- 
tremely dangerous with the ball in his hands 
whether it is at tailback, catching the ball out 
of the backfield, intercepting a pass, or on a 
punt or kick return. He has electrified the 
crowds this year with several special teams 
touchdowns. He must raise his academics in 
order to qualify, He is interested in Florida 
State, Florida, Syracuse, Alabama, Auburn 
and Clemson. 

Derrick Gaffney is a 6-2, 190, 4.35, wide 
receiver from the talented Raines High 
School team in Jacksonville. He is less her- 
alded than some of his teammates but he is 
definitely a prospect. He had 630 yards re- 
ceiving with nine touchdowns and he is es- 
pecially a weapon on third downs. He is al- 
ready qualified and hopes to follow his dad, 
Don Gaffney, and become a Gator. He also is 
looking at Alabama, Miami, Auburn and 
Notre Dame. 

Jason Geathers, 6-3, 210, 4.4, is a superstar 
tailback from Spanish River High School in 
Boca Raton, He wants to move to receiver in 
college, but he is such a great runner that he 
may be too good for the move. He has over 
3,000 yards for his career including over 
1,000 last year with 15 touchdowns. He is a 
Pigskin Preps Super South 75 selection and 
ranks in the Sunshine State’s top three 
prospects. He should make his core grades 
and he has already passed the test. Miami 
leads, followed by Florida State, Florida, 
Alabama, Tennessee and Auburn. 

Rashard Gilyard, 5-10, 195, 4.4, is a strong 
safety deluxe who can support the run 
tremendously. He hails from Ed White High 
School in Jacksonville where he is quickly 
moving up on the scouting reports of many 
colleges. He can cover backs in pass situa- 
tions. He has some work to do academically, 
but should qualify. He is looking at Florida 
State, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Clemson 
and South Carolina. 

DeJuan Green, 6-0, 195, 4.28, tailback 
from Raines High School in Jacksonville, was 
the backup last year to Curtis Lee, but still 
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managed 10 yards per carry. He could also 
become a receiver or defensive back in col- 
lege because of his exceptional speed. He fa- 
vors North Carolina over Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida State, Florida and South Carolina. 

Dio Hill, 6-1, 170, 4.5, teammate of Daryl 
Dixon at New Smyrna Beach, is a physical 
cornerback who breaks on the ball well and 
has great hip rotation. He should be able to 
qualify and is considering Auburn, Florida, 
Florida State, Alabama, Clemson, Missouri, 
Georgia Tech and West Virginia. 

Raymond Hudson, 5-10, 190, 4.4, tailback 
from Holmes County in Bonifay, is a rugged 
runner who is very hard to tackle. He had 
2,024 yards and 24 touchdowns as a junior 
and has over 3,500 yards for his career. He 
could play cornerback in college. He is 
working hard and has put himself in position 
to qualify. He likes Alabama, Auburn, Florida 
State, Florida and Central Florida. 

Taylor Jacobs, 6-1, 180, 4.32, wide receiver 
from Tallahassee FAMU is a true game break- 
er. He caught 38 passes for 700 yards and 
nine touchdowns as a junior and that is just 
the tip of how good he can be. He has very 
good strength and he is strong in the class- 
room as well. He is looking at Auburn, 
Alabama, Florida State, Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech. 

Chris Johnson, 5-10, 170, 4.46, cornerback 
from Niceville, is the brother of former 
Alabama cornerback, Tommy Johnson. He 
had 52 tackles and three interceptions as a 
junior, indicating he can support the run as 
well as cover. He is expected to qualify and 
he will make his choice from the likes of 
Arkansas, North Carolina, Alabama, Florida 
State, Auburn and Troy State. 

Roberto McBride, 5-8, 165, 4.4, cornerback 
from Kathleen High School in Lakeland, is 
small, but plays big. He snagged eight inter- 
ceptions as a junior because teams thought 
they could pick on him. He is getting early 
interest from Alabama, Miami, Florida, 
Florida State, Georgia and Auburn. 

Harold McClendon, 5-10, 190, 4.45, tail- 
back from Mandarin High School in 
Jacksonville, has had a prep career with nu- 
merous injuries but he remains a very good 
talent. He did rush for over 100 yards in 
seven consecutive games as a junior. He has 
excellent strength and will qualify. He is get- 
ting looks from Miami, Alabama, Auburn, 
South Carolina and Boston College. 

Josh Parker, 6-4, 205, 4.7, quarterback 
from Wakulla High School in Crawfordville, 
is the real deal for he was the most highly- 
touted signal-caller in the state as a sopho- 
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Josh Parker 
more after throwing for 1,987 yards and 20 
touchdowns. He sat out as a junior with in- 
jury and with academic problems, but has re- 
bounded as a senior. He has reclaimed the 
honor of top quarterback in Florida and has 
qualified. He has classic size and excellent 
strength. Shortly before Thanksgiving, 
Parker committed to Alabama. He chose the 
Tide over Florida State, Florida, Central 
Florida, Tennessee, Kentucky, Syracuse, 
Michigan State and Georgia Tech. 

Devin Rispress, 5-8. 190. 4.4, tailback and 
teammate of Antonio Carter at Rickards in 
Tallahassee, is the cousin of former FSU and 
present Kansas City Chief, Tamarick 
Vanover. He rushed for over 700 yards as a 
junior with eight touchdowns. This sleeper 
is considering Alabama, Georgia Tech, 
Clemson, Baylor, Cincinnati and Miami. 

Herman Samuel, 6-1, 195, 4.25, wide re- 
ceiver from Godby High School in 
Tallahassee is a true speed merchant who 
likely will have to start out in junior college. 
He will look at Alabama, Florida State, 
Auburn, Kansas State, Cincinnati and 
Louisville. If he does go the junior college 
route look for him to get placed by either 
Alabama or FSU. 

Lito Sheppard is the number one prep 
player in Florida and, of course, one of the 
best in the South. He stands 5-11, 185 and 
runs a 4.28 forty. He hails from Raines High 
School in Jacksonville and they are the de- 
fending state champions. He is a Pigskin 
Preps Super South 75 member after a junior 
year that saw him post 70 tackles and grab 
10 interceptions at cornerback. He also is the 
most dangerous punt and kick returner in 


the state. He should qualify and favors 
Florida over Florida State, Alabama, Miami 
and Tennessee. 

Maurice Sikes, 5-10, 185, 4.5, cornerback 
from Monsignor Pace High School in Miami, 
is considered second only to Sheppard in 
Florida. He is tops in South Florida and he is 
the total package. He can cover, tackle, read 
the play, and break up the pass. He plays in a 
very strong district which will only enhance 
his stock. He is already qualified and has re- 
ceived offers from Miami, Florida, Alabama, 
Michigan, Ohio State, Florida State, Notre 
Dame and Georgia Tech. 

Willie Simmons, 6-2, 180, 4.52, quarter- 
back from Shanks High School in Quincy, is 
mobile and he can throw with accuracy. He 
passed for 2,387 yards and 26 touchdowns as 
a junior and that allowed him to get plenty 
of attention. He is an excellent baseball play- 
er as well. He is qualified and likes Notre 
Dame, Alabama, Auburn, Georgia Tech, 
Kentucky and Clemson. 

Jerome Steward, 5-9, 170, 4.45, corner- 
back, from Jackson High School in 
Jacksonville, is an aggressive corner who 
consistently comes up with a big hit, yet 
doesn't get burned deep. He had seven inter- 
ceptions as a junior. He should qualify and is 
hearing from Florida, Florida State, Alabama, 
Georgia and Louisville. 

Mike Williams, 6-2, 170, 4.4, free safety 
from Lake Region High School in Eagle Lake, 
is a track star who made his presence known 
last year at free safety when he picked off five 
passes and caught seven touchdowns as a re- 
ceiver on offense. He is a hurdles champion. 
He should qualify and lists Florida, Miami, 
Maryland, Alabama, Auburn and Ole Miss. 

Donnie Young, 5-10, 188, 4.4, strong safety 
from Shanks High School in Quincy, is a sure- 
tackling safety who played outside linebacker 
as a junior and had 49 tackles in just four 
games before getting injured. He is having a 
very good senior year and he is expected to 
qualify. He's interested in Clemson, Maryland, 
Boston College, Alabama, Syracuse, Central 
Florida and Tennessee State. 

GEORGIA 

Bo Arnold, 5-11, 180, 4.42, cornerback 
from McEachern High School in Powder 
Springs, has talent in his family. He is the 
cousin of Auburn defensive back Brad Ware. 
Arnold will lower the boom on receivers. He 
had 86 tackles and five interceptions as a ju- 
nior. He is looking at Auburn, Ohio State, 
Georgia, Georgia Tech, Alabama and North 
Carolina State. 

Dennis Baker, 5-8, 160, 4.2, wide receiver 
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from Camden County High School in 
Kingsland, is a track star who is the fastest 
player in Georgia and is starting to make his 
mark on the football field. His speed is legiti- 
mate as he posted a 10.1 100 meters in track 
and a 4.16 40 on grass at the state combine. 
He is hearing from Georgia, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Florida and Auburn. He may run 
track in college. 

Chris Daniels, 6-3, 190, 4.6, free safety 
from Thomas County Central High School in 
Thomasville, is an athlete who has great in- 
stincts and a tremendous break on the ball, 
but average speed. He plays much quicker 
than his 40-yard time. He had 67 tackles and 
eight interceptions as a junior and played his 
best in the big games. He may become an 
outside linebacker in college if he can quali- 
fy. He likes Florida, Kentucky, Florida State, 
Georgia, Texas, Auburn, Tennessee and 
Alabama. 

Marcus Houskin, 6-1, 180, 4.5, cornerback 
from Douglass County High School in 
Douglass, is a sleeper cornerback who is be- 
ginning to really step up and be noticed. He 
had 36 tackles and three interceptions as a 
junior. He has improved his academics so 
much that he projects as a qualifier. He likes 
Alabama as well as Auburn, Clemson, 
Georgia Tech, South Carolina and UAB. 

Charles Jones, 6-0, 175, 4.5, athlete from 
Burke County High School in Waynesboro, is 
a proven leader and a super talent. He led an 
undermanned team all the way to the state fi- 
nals his junior year and produced 2,250 yards 
and accounted for 20 touchdowns. Most feel 
he will play in the secondary in college. He is 
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Chad Thompson 


already qualified and lists Georgia and 
Alabama over South Carolina, Virginia, 
Georgia Tech and Clemson. 

Ryan Sawyer, 6-3, 190, 4.5, wide receiver 
from Pope High School in Marietta, is a tall, 
rangy wideout who can run the seams and 
out-routes extremely well. He had 37 recep- 
tions for 670 yards and eight touchdowns as 
a junior and that included a school record 
performance of eight receptions, 220 yards, 
and three touchdowns in one game. He is 
qualified and is interested in Georgia, 
Tennessee, Florida, Alabama and Auburn. 

Chad Thompson, 6-0, 180, 4.38, is an all- 
around athlete who is the quarterback on 
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both offense and defense. He is the leader of a 
Dalton High team that is peaking going into 
the playoffs. He projects as a defensive back 
in college because he can react quickly, read 
quarterback tendencies, and will play hurt. 
He had two interceptions as a junior despite 
the fact he had one arm wrapped up severely 
and he was roaming the field with just one 
arm useful. He is considering Alabama, 
Georgia, Florida, Tennessee and Auburn. 

Fabian Walker, 6-2, 200, 4.6, quarterback 
from Americus who is heralded as the best in 
the Peach State, is a true passer who can 
make all the throws and make them look 
easy. He has accounted for 5,100 yards and 
51 touchdowns over the past two seasons 
and he has a 56 per cent accuracy rate. His 
academics are the only question and if he 
qualifies he favors Florida State over 
Tennessee, South Carolina, Alabama, 
Kentucky, Georgia and Auburn. 

J J Washington, 5-9, 168, 4.43, cornerback 
who hails from Stone Mountain, is reckless 
and he can cover. He plays with a lot of con- 
fidence and the only thing that stopped him 
was a broken jaw which he sustained in the 
fourth game a year ago. He had 33 tackles 
and one interception before the injury. He is 
already qualified and will choose between 
South Carolina, North Carolina State, 
Florida State, Auburn, Alabama, Vanderbilt, 
Michigan State and Clemson. 

LOUISIANA 

Al Poree, 5-11, 185, 4.35, cornerback from 
powerful St. Augustine in New Orleans, is a 
three-year starter who has speed (10.5 100 
meters), coverage skills, and good field 
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awareness. He is among the best skill players 
in Louisiana. He has a major interest in LSU, 
Miami, Georgia Tech, Alabama, Florida State, 
Tulane, North Carolina and Illinois. 

Trey White, 6-1, 205, 4.46, wide receiver 
from Ouachita High School in Monroe, is an 
all-purpose player who touches the ball sever- 
al ways. He had over 1,000 all purpose yards 
as a junior with 13 touchdowns. He can play 
tailback, receiver, secondary, or kick returner. 
He is qualified and favors Tennessee over 
LSU, Miami, Alabama, Oklahoma State and 
Tulane. 

MARYLAND 

Gerald Dixon, 6-0, 185, 4.35, cornerback 
who plays for Paint Branch High School in 
Burtonsville, is sure of his ability to take on 
the opposing team’s top receiver and shut him 
down. The most yardage gained on him this 
year by anyone has been 20 yards. He is 
called “Smoke” because of his 10.3 speed in 
the 100 meters and is considered the state's 
number two play-maker. He had 50 tackles 
and five interceptions as a junior and also ran 
back three kickoffs for touchdowns. He plays 
quarterback on offense and has already quali- 
fied with a 3.7 grade point average and a 
1100-plus on the SAT. He is being recruited 
heavily but has interest in Alabama, 
Maryland, Miami, Penn State, Virginia, 
Florida State and Indiana. 

Jamal Jones, 6-0, 197, 4.4, wide receiver 
from DeMatha High School in Hyattsville, 
plays on a team that doesn’t throw very much 
but because he is so talented that category has 
started to rise. He had 20 receptions for 530 
yards and eight touchdowns as a junior and 
so far as a senior has 32 receptions for just 
over 900 yards and 14 touchdowns. He is 
considered the number one play-maker in 
Maryland. He runs a 10.7 in the 100 meters, 
is very strong, and is qualified. The coach 
says he will probably have as many as 25 of- 
fers by Christmas. He presently is interested 
in Alabama and Maryland over Penn State, 
North Carolina, Indiana, Wisconsin, Notre 
Dame, Virginia Tech, Virginia, Syracuse, West 
Virginia and North Carolina State. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Greg Carter, 5-11, 160, 4.25, wide receiver 
from Natchez, has world class speed. He runs 
a 10.2 100 meters and he does it consistently. 
He will make a great receiver and a return 
specialist in college if he can stay healthy. He 
had a season-ending injury as a junior but 
had just over 1,000 yards as a sophomore 
with 11 touchdowns. He is interested in 
Mississippi State, Southern Mississippi, 
Florida, Florida State, Alabama and LSU. 
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Al Poree 


Kory Chapman, 6-0, 190, 4.4, from South 
Panola High School in Batesville, is a tremen- 
dous player who could line up at tailback, re- 
ceiver, or defensive back. He is also a very 
dangerous kick and punt returner. He is look- 
ing at Ole Miss, LSU, Illinois, Alabama, 
Mississippi State and Tennessee. 

Keshon Fudge, 6-0, 185, 4.31, wide receiver 
from Hattiesburg, is destined for stardom if 
he can meet qualifying standards. He caught 
34 passes for 830 yards and eight touchdowns 
as a junior. He is receiving calls from schools 
such as Kentucky, Tennessee, Florida, Florida 
State, Southern Miss, Mississippi State, Ole 
Miss, Alabama and LSU. 

Bobby Garner, 6-3, 200, 4.7, quarterback 
from Gulfport, is a southpaw signal-caller 
who has found the going tough. He played 
backup quarterback at Harrison High School 
in Kennesaw, Georgia to Daniel Cobb, then 
moved to Gulfport his junior year where he 
played the first five games before breaking his 
throwing wrist on a tackle by Casey Gilbert of 
Pascagoula. He had over 500 yards passing 
with six touchdowns at the time of the injury. 
His dad was a three year starter at Ole Miss 
and the Rebs lead Alabama, Georgia, LSU, 
Southern Miss and Clemson. 

Chris Gray, 5-11, 175, 4.4, cornerback from 
Hattiesburg, is one of three major skilled ath- 
letes who play for Hattiesburg and the leader 
of a strong secondary. He is excellent both as 
a pass cover man and as a run support tack- 
ler. He lists Tennessee, Florida, Southern 
Miss, Alabama, Mississippi State, LSU and 
Ole Miss. 

Terrell Grindle, 5-11, 175, 4.3, wide receiv- 
er who plays opposite Keshon Fudge at 


Hattiesburg, is getting a little more hype at 
this point because he is on track to qualify. 
He has terrific speed, excellent vision, and 
great football knowledge. He caught 30 pass- 
es for 760 yards and four touchdowns as a ju- 
nior. He runs the deep pass well and gets 
great separation. He lists Florida, Florida 
State, Clemson, Alabama, Mississippi State, 
Southern Miss and Ole Miss. 

Jeremy Lesueur, 6-1, 185, 4.46, cornerback 
from Holly Springs, committed to Michigan 
after going to camp there and always wanting 
to play there, but that hasn’t stopped Alabama 
and Ole Miss from still pursuing him, or him 
from making unofficial visits to Tuscaloosa 
and Oxford. He is among the best cover guys 
in the South. The opportunity for early play- 
ing time will play a big part in his decision, 
and the chances are better in the South than 
the North. 

Meret McKinnie, 6-1, 200, 4.4, is a tailback 
from West Bolivar High School in Rosedale. 
This is the same school that produced the 
Barnett brothers who later went on to star in 
the NFL. McKinnie is the fastest rising player 
in the state and is on the verge of being a top 
10 tailback in the South. He claims he has 
never been caught from behind. He had over 
1,800 yards and 21 touchdowns as a junior. 
He is athletic enough to play in the secondary. 
He has an early list of Tennessee, Ole Miss, 
Alabama, Mississippi State and Arkansas. 

Dontae Walker, 5-10, 200, 4.4, tailback 
from Clinton, is the South’s number one tail- 
back and a player who can break a game wide 
open. He is the top player in Mississippi after 
a junior year in which he gained 2,042 yards 
and 29 touchdowns. He has been clocked at 
10.7 in the 100 meters. Mississippi State has a 
big lead over Alabama, LSU, Florida State and 
North Carolina. 

Demetrius Wright, 6-0, 175, 4.45, corner- 
back from South Panola High School in 
Batesville, is a pure cover corner who loves to 
take on the opponent’s best receiver. He has 
limited his man to being a non-factor and he 
has snagged 11 interceptions in the process. 
He will come up and deliver a solid hit as 
well as being a true cover man. Ole Miss and 
Alabama lead Mississippi State, Arkansas, 
Tennessee and Auburn. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Nick Maddox, 5-11, 190, 4.46, tailback 
from A. L. Brown High School in Kannapolis, 
is considered by many as the best runner in 
the country. He is a smooth operator who 
makes great cuts and can blow by opposing 
defenders. He led his team to the state title as 
a junior while rushing for 2,468 yards and 40 
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Santonio Beard 
touchdowns. He is just as impressive in the 
classroom. He has offers from everywhere but 
is thought to be looking hardest at Tennessee, 
North Carolina, Florida State, Notre Dame, 
Penn State, Alabama, Duke, Michigan and 
Florida. 
OHIO 

Brandon Miree, 6-1, 215, 4.35, tailback 
from Winton Woods High School in 
Cincinnati, is the top tailback in the Midwest 
and he has drawn favorable comparisons to 
Alabama tailback, Shaun Alexander. He has 
great size, speed, and durability for a big man. 
He rushed for 1,343 yards and 18 touch- 


downs as a junior and has 2,348 yards and 30 


touchdowns heading into the playoffs with a 
9-1 team. He has great strength plus he is al- 
ready qualified. He is being recruited nation- 
ally but Notre Dame and Alabama lead a pack 
that consists of Nebraska, Penn State, Boston 
College, Pittsburgh, Michigan, Michigan 
State, Ohio State, Wisconsin, Florida and 
Kentucky. 
TENNESSEE 

Santonio Beard, 6-1, 190, 4.4, tailback from 
Pearl Cohn High School in Nashville, is the 
number two player in Tennessee and he was 
also named Class 4A Mr. Football. He has led 
his team to back-to-back state championships 
and was named the Clinic Bowl Offensive 
MVP in last year’s game. He raced his way to 
2,164 yards and 25 touchdowns as a junior 
and that had scouts ranking him among the 
nation’s best runners. He is a versatile player 
who could play some defensive back in col- 
lege if the situation was necessary. He is being 
pursued by many schools but says Alabama 
leads Tennessee, Vanderbilt, Florida State, 
Michigan and Nebraska. 

Ken Hamlin, 6-3, 195, 4.5, free safety from 
Frayser High School in Memphis, has burst 
on the scene as a senior with terrific athleti- 
cism. He plays tailback on offense but his fu- 
ture is at safety. He could be either strong or 
free because he can deliver the big hits and he 
can read the play. He has at least seven inter- 
ceptions this year. He likes Alabama, Ole 
Miss, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Memphis and Vanderbilt. 

Tyler Harris, 6-1, 205, 4.5, strong safety 
from Anderson County High School in 
Clinton, has made a name for himself as a 


Tyler Harris 

fierce competitor. He has good speed, size, 
and intelligence. He delivers some dynamic 
hits, and that became his downfall this year as 
he suffered a serious concussion that short- 
ened his season. He had 70 tackles and five 
interceptions as a junior at Oak Ridge High 
School. He is qualified and has made a com- 
mitment to Alabama. 

Luke Powell, 5-9, 170, 4.37, athlete from 
Smyrna, has blazing speed that meshes well 
with his elusiveness and makes him a very 
slippery player. He is expected to play wide re- 
ceiver, slotback, or cornerback in college as 
well as returning kicks. He had 1,750 yards as 
a junior with 11 touchdowns. He is already 
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qualified and lists Florida State, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Alabama, Michigan, and Florida. 
Cortez Rankin, 6-1, 180, 4.4, cornerback 
from Cleveland, is a two-way talent in a great 
program. He is an athletic and intelligent 
player who gets the most of his ability. He 
had 17 receptions for 326 yards and three 
touchdowns as a junior, while intercepting 
four passes in the secondary. He has some 
good bloodlines in his family and he may be 
the next to go to the pro level. He is consid- 
ering Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi State, 
Purdue, Georgia Tech and Southern. 
Tremaine Turner, 5-9, 190, 4.4, tailback 


though most junior college prospects 
A= not be able to enter four-year col- 

leges at mid-term and take part in the 
winter off-season program and spring train- 
ing, a few will. And, in any event, Alabama 
and other schools are expected to add foot- 
ball players from the junior college ranks in 
February. 

Here is a look at some top junior college 
sophomores who have been linked with 
Alabama: 

Anthony Branch, 5-9, 175, 4.5, wide receiv- 
er from Jones Junior College in Ellisville, 
Mississippi, may be the most elusive and dan- 
gerous player in the Mississippi junior col- 
lege ranks this season. He is originally from 
Monroe High School in Albany, Georgia. He 
is running away with the receiving numbers 
in Mississippi his sophomore year and he has 
also seen time at defensive back. He will be a 
December graduate who will have three years 
to play two. He is getting looks from Florida 
State, Georgia, Ole Miss, Mississippi State, 
Alabama and Auburn. 

Travis Fisher, 5-10, 185, 4.3, cornerback 
from Coffeyville, Kansas Community 
College, may be small, but his speed makes 
up for that. He placed among the top 10 play- 
ers in the nation in the 55 meters. He also 
could be a receiver as he had six receptions 
for 144 yards and two touchdowns at Godby 
High School in Tallahassee, Florida, his se- 
nior year. He is a December graduate who 
will have three years to play three years. He 
likes Alabama, Florida State, Miami, Texas, 
Baylor, Arkansas, Kansas State and Tennessee. 

Milo Lewis, 6-0, 190, 4.5, cornerback from 
City College of San Francisco, California, is 
being recruited nationwide. He is big, strong, 
and can run. His coverage ability has many 
colleges thinking he can start immediately. 
He is originally from Mount View, California. 
He has a huge list that contains such schools 
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from Springfield, rushed for 1,887 yards and 
17 touchdowns as a junior. Although small, 
he is strong. He should qualify. He favors 
Tennessee over Georgia, Florida, Florida 
State, Alabama, Kentucky and Vanderbilt. 
Derrick Woods, 5-9, 165, 4.4, wide receiv- 
er from Melrose High School in Memphis, is 
Mr. Everything at wide receiver. He caught 
65 passes as a junior for 1400 yards and 16 
touchdowns. He is considering Tennessee, 
Florida, Alabama, Kentucky, Ole Miss, Notre 
Dame, Purdue and Arkansas. 
VIRGINIA 
Julius Jones, 6-0, 190, 4.4, tailback from 


Here’s A Look At Some Junior College Prospects 


as UCLA, Washington, Arizona, Kansas State, 
Alabama, Florida State, Kentucky and 
Southern Cal. 

Anthony Maddux, 6-1, 270, 4.7, defensive 
end from Jones Junior College in Ellisville, 
Mississippi, is a very strong player who may 
have eaten himself out of top-notch status. 
He was highly-touted coming out of Monroe 
High School in Albany, Georgia, and going 
into his sophomore season at Jones. However 
he has ballooned up and lost a step which 
has allowed him to be blocked more often. 
He was placed by Florida State and he will 
have three years to play two. He has a chance 
to get out in December. If FSU offers, he will 
return. If not, he will get looks from 
Alabama, Georgia, Auburn and Ole Miss. 

Jeremi Rudolph, 5-9, 175, 4.4, tailback 
from Southwest, Mississippi Community 
College in Summit, Mississippi, was a much- 
heralded high school scatback who just ran 
away with the competition in Florida. He is 
originally from Apopka and he signed with 
Florida State but failed to qualify and wound 
up at Southwest. He ran for 850 yards on just 
90 carries as a freshman with nine runs going 
for touchdowns. He is having a superb 
sophomore year. He likes Alabama and 
Florida State but if one of those doesn’t offer 
look for Auburn, Ole Miss, LSU, Mississippi 
State and Central Florida to get into the mix. 

Fred Smoot, 6-1, 180, 4.4, cornerback from 
Hinds, Mississippi Community College in 
Raymond, Mississippi, was a Junior College 
All America as a freshman, and entered his 
sophomore year as a pre-season All America. 
He is great in man-to-man coverage and he is 
a very good tackler. He had 48 tackles, six in- 
terceptions, and 14 breakups as a freshman 
and has at least five interceptions as a sopho- 
more. He is originally from Provine High 
School in Jackson, Mississippi, where he had 
99 tackles and seven interceptions as a senior. 


Powell Valley High School in Big Stone Gap, 
is a big time tailback who is being highly 
touted by many nationwide publications. He 
is just a step under Nick Maddox as the best 
on the Atlantic Seaboard. He is a bona fide 
athlete who, as a junior, rushed for 1,872 
yards and 30 touchdowns, had 100 tackles 
and five interceptions at defensive back, plus 
runs a 14.3 100-meter high hurdles. He is 
the brother of present Virginia tailback, 
Thomas Jones, and the Cavaliers hold the 
lead over Tennessee, UCLA, Michigan, 
Nebraska, Alabama, North Carolina and 
Northwestern. 


He will have three years to play two and will 
graduate in May. Alabama heads a group that 
includes Ole Miss, Florida State, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Southern Miss, Auburn, 
Mississippi State and Arkansas. 

Cory Wallace, 6-0, 205, 4.5, cornerback 
from Jones Junior College in Ellisville, 
Mississippi, has size and speed. “He is be- 
yond a shadow of a doubt the best corner- 
back that I’ve had” said veteran Coach Parker 
Dykes. He transferred to Jones from Ouachita 
Baptist in Louisiana where he played 
linebacker. He is originally from Quitman, 
Mississippi, and he will have two years to 
play two years. He is getting looks from 
Alabama, Florida State, LSU, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, Auburn and Southern Miss. 

Thad Ward, 5-10, 187, 4.38, athlete from 
Coffeyville, Kansas Community College, is 
the brother of Travis Fisher but he is more 
versatile. He can play tailback, wide receiver, 
cornerback, or kick returner. He is going to 
graduate in December and he will have three 
years to play three years. He is getting looks 
from Miami, Alabama, Florida State, 
Arkansas, Ole Miss and Kansas State. 

Eddie “Boo” Williams, 6-5, 223, 4.58, wide 
receiver from Coffeyville, Kansas Community 
College, may be the most gifted receiver in 
the junior college ranks this year. He out- 
muscles defensive backs who try to press him 
on the line of scrimmage. Every team has had 
to double-cover him. He is originally from 
Lincoln High School in Tallahassee, Florida. 
He had 43 receptions for 837 yards and 16 
touchdowns in his first year at Coffeyville. 
He has a 37-inch vertical jump which makes 
him even more dangerous. He will be a 
December graduate and will have three years 
to play two. Look for a dog fight between 
Alabama, Tennessee, Florida State, Auburn, 
and Georgia. 


—James Edwards 
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1998-99 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Women’s Basketball 


Men’s Basketball 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
92 Marathon Oil (exh.) 82 
88 BC Haaglanden of Holland (exh.) 75 
70 @ Ohio State 78 
Nov. 19 Tennessee Tech 7:00 
Nov. 22 Boston University 2:00 
Nov. 25 McNeese State 7:00 
Nov. 28 Jacksonville State 7:00 
Dec. 1 @ Texas A@M 7:00 
Dec.5 @ Tulane TBA 
Dec. 8 Alabama State 7:00 
Dec. 12 South Alabama @ Birmingham TBA 
Dec. 17 Northeast Louisiana 7:00 
Pearl Harbor Classic @ Honolulu 
Dec. 21 Weber State Noon 
Dec. 22 Brigham Young-Hawaii 
or Oregon State TBA 
Dec. 23. TBA (Weber State, Brigham Young- 
Hawaii, Oregon State, Michigan State, 
Pepperdine, Texas Tech, or Tulsa) TBA 
Jan. 2 Georgia (J-P TV) 1:00 
Jan. 6 @ Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan.9 Mississippi State (ESPN) 11:00 a.m. 
Jan. 13 @LSU 7:00 
Jan. 16 South Carolina (J-P TV) 3:00 
Jan. 20 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Jan. 23. Auburn 7:00 
Jan, 27 @ Florida 6:00 
Jan. 30 @ Tennessee (Fox SportsSouth) 5:00 
Feb. 3 @ Mississippi State 7:00 
Feb.6 Kentucky (J-P) 2:00 
Feb. 10 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 13. @ Auburn 1:00 
Feb. 21 @ Vanderbilt (CBS) Noon 
Feb. 24 Ole Miss 7:00 
Feb. 27 Arkansas (J-P) 1:00 
March 4-7 SEC Tournament @ Atlanta 


Men’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
UA Score Opp. Score 
100 Northeast Louisiana 104 
96 @LSU 138 
Dec. 3-5 Georgia Invitational @ Athens 
Dec. 3-5 U.S. Open @ College Station, Tex. 
Jan.4 @ Georgia Noon 
Jan. 16 @ Kentucky Noon 
Jan. 30 @South Carolina ll a.m. 
Feb.6 Auburn Noon 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 
Feb. 20 @Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb. 27- Last Chance Meet 
Feb. 28 @ Auburn 
March 6- Last Chance Meet 
March 7 @ Auburn 


March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14 @TBA 

March 25- NCAA Championships 
March 27 @ Indianapolis, Indiana 
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Date Opponent 


Time (CST) 


107 AAU Mississippi All-Stars (exh.) 78 


79 Athletes In Action (exh.) 


66 


Gymnastics 


93 Northwestern State 65 
72 ~~ Georgia Southern 40 
Nov.19 @ Samford 7:00 
DePaul University Invitational @ Chicago 
Nov.27 New Mexico State 6:00 
Nov. 28 DePaul or Providence 6:00 or 8:00 
Dec.1 @South Alabama 7:05 
Richmond Invitational @ Richmond, Va. 
Dec.5 Old Dominion 5:00 
Dec.6 Richmond or Penn State 3:00 or 5:00 
Dec. 10 Florida 7:00 
Dec. 13 Alabama-Birmingham @ BJCCApp. 4:30 


ACC-SEC Challenge @ Myrtle Beach, S.C. 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
Jan.3 Meet The Team 2:00 
Jan.8 Ohio State 7:00 

Jan. 16 @ Georgia 6:30 
Jan.22 Auburn 7:00 
Jan.30 Minnesota 7:00 
Feb.5 @ Florida 6:00 
Feb. 13 Georgia 7:00 
Feb. 19 @ Penn State 6:00 
Feb. 21 @ Massachusetts 6:00 
Feb. 26 Kentucky 7:00 
March6 LSU 7:00 
March 13 @ Utah State 8:00 
March 27 SEC Championships 
@ Tuscaloosa 
April 10 NCAA Central Regional 
@ TBA 
April 22- NCAA Championships 
April 24 @ Salt Lake City, Utah 


Dec. 20 North Carolina TBA 
St. Peter's Invitational @ Jersey City, NJ. 
Dec.29. TCU 4:30 
Dec. 30 St. Peter's or Delaware State4:30 or 6:30 
Jan.3 @Georgia 1:30 
Jan.7 @ Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 14 Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan.17  @ Mississippi State 2:00 
Jan.24 @Kentucky 1:00 
Jan.28 LSU 7:00 
Jan. 31 Tennessee 2:00 
Feb.3 @LSU 5:00 
Feb.7 South Carolina (Fox SportsSouth) 2:00 
Feb. 11 Auburn 7:00 
Feb. 15 @ Florida (ESPN) 3:00 
Feb. 18 Arkansas 7:00 
Feb.21 Vanderbilt 2:00 


Feb. 25-28SEC Tournament @ Chattanooga 


Women’s Swimming 


Date Opponent Time (CST) 
UA Score Opp. Score 
48 Washington State 47 

77 Northeast Louisiana 18 

89 @LSU 147 


Dec. 3-5Georgia Invitational @ Athens 


Dec. 3-5 U.S. Open @ College Station, Tex. 
Jan.4 @Georgia Noon 
Jan. 16 @ Kentucky Noon 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina ll a.m. 
Feb.5 Auburn 6 p.m. 
Feb. 17- SEC Championships 
Feb. 20 @Lexington, Kentucky 
Feb. 27- Last Chance Meet 
Feb. 28 @ Auburn 
March 6- Last Chance Meet 
March 7 @ Auburn 


March 12- NCAA Diving Zone 
March 14 @TBA 

March 18- NCAA Championships 
March 20 @ Athens, Georgia 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date Event 
Jan.9 Buckeye Opener 
@ Columbus, Ohio 
Jan. 15-16 @ Kentucky Invitational 
Jan. 22- Rocky Mountain Cup 
Jan. 23 @ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Jan. 22-23 @ Virginia Tech Invitational 
Jan. 30- SEC/ACC Track Challenge 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 5- Mayo Invitational 
Feb.6 @ South Bend, Ind. 
Feb. 20- SEC Championships 
Feb.21 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 26- | USATF Championships 
Feb.27  @dAtlanta 
Feb. 26- —_ Last Chance 
Feb. 27 @South Bend, Ind. 
March 5- NCAA Championships 
March 6 = @ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women’s Indoor 
Track 


Date Event 
Dec.4 @ Clemson Opener 
Jan.16 @LSU Invitational 
Jan.23 @LSU Purple Tiger 
Jan. 30- Boston University Invitational 
Jan.31 @ Boston 
Feb. 5- Butler Invitational 
Feb.6 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
Feb. 12 Collegiate Invitational 
@ Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Feb. 12 @ Clemson Invitational 
Feb. 20- | SEC Championships 
Feb. 21 @ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 26- | USATF Championships 
Feb.27 @dAtlanta 
Feb. 26 Last Chance @ LSU 
March 5- NCAA Championships 
March6 @ Indianapolis, Ind. 
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INTRODUCTION BY KEITH JACKSON S 


CHAMPION 
~ IN CRIMSON. 


THE COMPLETE MULTI-MEDIA HISTORY OF ALABAMA FOOTBALL 


Tide Talk Trivia 


winning tradition of Alabama football. Champions in Crimson is 

proudly presented by the Paul W. Bryant Museum from the official 

archives. Call to order Champions in Crimson or to receive your 
FREE official 1998-99 TASN merchandise catalog. 


$59.95 plus tax and S/H 
© 1998, The Paul’ W. Bryant Museum 1- 800-353-2262 


and Collegiate Sports Partners, Limited. Www.tasn.com 


PC CD-ROM 


Bring your 
game plan 
into focus... 


EBSCO MEDIA | 


PRINTING ¢ AD SPECIALTIES ¢ MAILING 


801 Fifth Avenue South Birmingham, Alabama 35233 (205)323-1508 


Legends Sports Marketing Presents ... 
A Limited Edition Fine Art Lithograph Print 
by Michael Schreck 


x34 Print size: 24 x 38 


Image: 18 


Only 350 Artist’s Proofs Remain! 
SIGNED BY THE GREATEST LEGENDS: 


* Harry Gilmer - Johnny Musso 

* Vaughn Mancha * Ozzie Newsome 
* Lee Roy Jordan ¢ Eric Curry 

- Gene Stallings * Jay Barker 


LSM will continue pursuing the remaining living legends for autographs. 


Great Christmas Gift! 


SHIPPING DECEMBER Ist 


All prints feature a custom-made set of bronze coins and come with 
certificates of authenticity, composition and history. 


UNFRAMED $500.” 


MAIL ORDERS TO: ORDER BY PHONE: 


Legends Sports Marketing, Inc. All major credit cards accepted 
One Perimeter Park South - 92 1c 
Suite 100N (770) 933-1591 


Birmingham, AL 35243 (205) 408-4147 
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CRIMSON 


Bryant-Denny Stadium 
Tuscaloosa, AL 


Shown smaller than actual size of 16” x 20” 


GREAT GAMES 
Nt / IN BRYANT-DENNY 
! STADIUM HISTORY 


The Alabama Crimson Tide-Virtually Unbeatable at Home 


exclusively offered by Collegiate Sports Direct. It is ideal for display in 
your office, at home in your den, or as a gift for that special ‘Bama fan in 
your life. And with Gene Stallings’ signature, it is a sure collector's piece. 
Call or order today, to insure your place in the limited offer. 


1-888-578-7286 


Do you remember games like the big win over Georgia in 1994, when 
the Tide used Jay Barker's arm to roll to a narrow 29-28 victory? Or the 57 
game winning streak covering 19 years? 

Whatever your individual memories, you can capture the excitement of 
Alabama football in Bryant-Denny Stadium, with this special commemora- 
tive plaque. This impressive 16 x 20 inch plaque features a large replica of 
the playing surface in Bryant-Denny Stadium, painted as it has been for 
game day in Tuscaloosa. Above the replica playing field is a stunning 5 x 10 
inch photo of game day at Bryant-Denny Stadium, capturing the pageantry of 
the best football in the country, Alabama Crimson Tide football—SEC style!! 
To the side it has a narrative of some of the best games ever played at 
Bryant-Denny Stadium, to help re-kindle the memories. The games are 
listed in chronological order, so you and your friends can decide which 
amongst them were the best, the most thrilling, the most special memories. 

This fine plaque is being offered as a limited edition collectible, and 
will be strictly limited to 1,998 pieces. It is hand-signed by the man who 
helped create many of the greatest memories in Alabama football, former 
Head Football Coach Gene Stallings. Fully authorized by The Collegiate 
Licensing Corporation, a portion of the proceeds from each and every sale 
goes back to the University. All of this, for only $135. With a full return 
provision if you are not completely satisfied. 

Show your pride in Alabama football. This handsome plaque is 


For Fastest Delivery 


Please 


Visa - Mastercard - AmEx # Exp. Date 
“Add a one-time charge of $9.95 for shipping and handling. Orders shipping to Florida will be billed 6% sales tax, 
Ph x 


All orders nnust be signed amd are subject te ¢ 


o76y% P.O. Box 57637 
° .O. Box 57637 3 
: “eo Jacksonville, FI Respond By fms 
| COLLEGIATESPORTS “joc; a7 a) Coa boaeae He | 
: DIREC 32241-7637 Dec. 15, 1998 ' 
| Please accept my order for (qty) “Bryant-Denny Stadium” plaque(s) 
! for the issue price of $135.00* each. Quantities are limited. Orders will be ! 
| filled based on date received. : 
| Ms./Mrs./Mr. ; 
| Address ' 
| City 
1 State. Zip ' 
I 1 
Telephone ( ) ! 
I 
Signature 1 
\ I 
I ! 
I ! 
' 


ree weeks for delivery, 


